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• "'Tin a l> i d i o " n .-.i c e

i.hf: "oro nm:,";u;il build in,'

rmd An^excc; urecU.d to provide low eor.t

.('or rsrtj nt.'-: florsorvsf] r^oo^tii l.i on an one- of

lyuo^ in Chicnro. As the reE'idonofi am)

ct'i r| .1 o o .. :.: uc Vl wti 1 1 -V. r. dw n 1. oc r
> 1 ,t r t i n t k a s the a c u 1 p tor ."rr. i 1 .c i

. LI-' buildin< 01 nartlcular historic interest . The ^oci-il and
liu: W'niLarirn aima of ita bone factor , Lambert Tree, ore also
rc r: n o r i n .1 :t. z i? d by the bui l.d iri/ja.

Architecturally the bui Id. i nrn are of interest because of the

imununl nlanni nfi involved in provi di np; spnee for ntmlioR and livinr
qu.-trter.:, a; uo.1.1 na ahop;; u:ul courtyard. 'i'he older building 5 r, -.

I'Of-d exarrnle of an ofifitnrn ueen Anne more closely related to

iAv'Lifui i-ourcef; thar, noct locnl work* An a bold dofiijin without
pnra.ll.cl in Chic >c>°t reflecting early modern nrchit cloture in

V.i fitinn , the Ontario Annex it; of special importance firchi tf;ctur^ll,y

.
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'irirn. tudio building wa de: •hit.

of
ctur- : li,;ned 'in l''9 J

t by the c.r'

.Y., Hill f- Oultorsdort
style I:; that of Ifte 'ueen Anne

The build: rip; wa.'i 0'T:s tructe;] ;

' He on;
firr: of i:rrfltt 3toh. of Rr-okl:/n, il

'.'Ihio; . .*o ,
".

: coci' te ''.rch it ec tw . The
v:i

J;h elements of Classic"! detailing
inmod for L-imbert Tree, noted civic and political figure in ChicaiO,
fvirt of wViose ori;-;insl estate whk used for tho site. 'free had liven1

n: tho east portion of the block-size lot until his mansion was
destroyed in the Chicago fire of l8?l.

''no Uhio anri Ontario street Annexes were desi giied ent irely by the 1'irn

of I'il'.l s:- Wol tern dor f in 1512 and I'll'; respectively. Although buj.lt

for the Tre-; Trust ( Tree died in 1910) it is passible thn.t sor.e

arrangements to build tho additions had been instituted prior to Trc. ' s

denth.
'ho Ohio Ot. Annex is stylistically eclectic, being n mixture of late
uci.-r. Anno .-.md Classic details, composed of doop cot window i;roupin.;v5,

with relief and corbelled brickwork.'
rr|

hc Ontario Arv.:ex is much stronger in style ne an adaptation of
Viennese .'.'uuct'iiEioniat nrchitecture. The facade is decorated with
n large terra cotta mezao-riliovo sculpture by Michael Thomas Murphy,
'J. riah born, schooled at the Royal College of Art , London, specializing
in portrait and figure relief sculpture. ( commission;; involvi.ng
Chicago area personages include b\i.stc of the Most Hev. 'leorge '.*,'

Muudelein and .Dr. John V. Murphy). Kurphy maintained ;i studio in the
Tree building beginning in 1912, one year prior to the construction
of the Ontario Annex.

Both Annexes h^ve small private entries on their east ends.

Originally the property was controlled by a legal Trust set up by
Lmbert Tree to provide "artist only" quarters at moderate rentals,
'hitj trust remained in force until 1959 when it was f inn Id y broker
by :i descendint of Tree and the property sold to tlr r'edJnuh :Ympln
.ssociMtion which already owned the east half of the block,
krior to 1959 the Otudio buildinga were run with little or no profit,
the bulk of the rental income used for tnxes and upkeep. Foil o\ri ng
purchase of the entire block, including thfj Tree 'Hurtio comnlex t the
"'enplo Assoc, built a music practice hall on the west side of the
existing Medinah Temple to the emit* This three-story w'nnnwlesn brO^lr
structure involves the e^st half of the former large courtyard but doe,1 .'

not adjoin any of tho original studir: buildings. This is the only
intrusion into the original plan. The Jtudio building remain
unchanged from their original com; true t ion.

:. It hough tho "artist only" clause of the trust is
the buildings maintain a very high proportion of

no longer v«lid
f

vrtist residents

.
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^c^ordiri'" to lor.r: time r.tudio residents ( none
':".. bail t the .structure:; for t\:e rernonr. : ( 1

)

,u their . .enern.lly mender f inane i al -'n tun ti^n
:''.ci-i with iiKJxcejiGivr; housing- and ;;turti<.) sp-ick

:;r : oundinjr, ( ?) '-hat h\: needed a tax break on hi 1

0wi.ru1
;

Liu? depressed f ir-u-cial 'lerioti

wac; '-'Igo an amateur artist)

born in './aahington, D.'J. in \o'} ',:.'.

f~o~reb~earerc had distinguished tlv;:nselves in

^ . n.

.n-G fol'
;';-, w'-.fc

;;) Ion;-; mi "0 yeors;
tha !r he W'a: ;ivrp r - t J '. Li 1

n rl wished, -.o rirov i no

in a f.'lc'i.".-'nt

extensive property
of 1893-9^.

L-.:iibert "i'rfce wiis
n • - -

-

studied 1,'jw at the University of Viryinin and

from a furnily

the Continental Army.
vine admitted to the

lo6 J f ha './an

*7ho:

':'ro(

bar in l5fj
q

i

f shortly thereafter zominr: to Chicago. In

ohorion preside vit of the Lnw Institute and in 1"7<J elected a Ju'^r of Lh

Circuit ;curt of Cock County, serving in thin onoaeity until lv?;>.

'.fr.ori^ the noro rot" bio civic and public hirhli'-hts of Tree 1
:] li fe ar>\::

;.'.".;. Minister to Belgium and Russia, l !>Gy-o9; II. y. Member of the
'.! nta^natiunal Monetary Conference at IhuThirij;; ton, lb'91; President of

tbe Il'Jinuia ;;tate Historical Library, 1*93-96; Life TruuU'e 01 the

!:. ; .,b<;rry Library; trustee of the Art Institute of Chic :o; 3rd

v ;

. ce -president of the Chic ;\ to Historical society*

T,ony a devotee of the a-ta, Tree donated two !-< rp;e bronze ;.; t'-tuea

to the people of Chic ^o during his lifetime, both of which arc new

located in th<; Lincoln Park area, (etntuc of Laaal. ; o by de LaViina,

and tiiovx Indian on horseback entitled ,f fiir;nal of Peace" by C.C. Dallinj)

in hi;n role of civic boonter Tree and five-tiine Ghic !:;^o '',' i yor Carter
Triton established a small trust fund in lfi&h; to purchase field medal:

to be awarded annually to police and fireman for acts of heroism.
!' :,med ;<fter these men on alternate years, the medals ore -'till riven

today no the highest honor awarded by the City of Cn.ic' T0.

.'.•!rf it t 'Sro, vrchit^cto : Li tie is Kno at of the firm uutside of tin.-

llowinr;; Henry I). Parfitt, oldest of three brothers, cvmi.-; to the

lited ;

;

it;i bos from hn::land in lu6.3 and /-radii 'ill y built up a larye
hi tecturul practice in Rrc -klyn over the nt?;;t 20 i'e:;r; ; in

brother Albert .joined in partnership in lCo2 with the third brother
.'-Iter eomi.n.:', into the fir in shortly thereafter. Henry farfl tt died :

Juli of I.^Sl-1, ccn;-.5e>iueritly the firs: consisted of the brother;; "Ibert
air', .'alter at the time the Tree Ctudio buildinr: \mr, deaiyned.

-I L I

alter at the time the Tree Ctudio build

" ,.'o] t ertidorf , Arc hi tee trj Thi.'i fir:i5 wni! -;n outgrov/th of the

in IfJt'l in ChiCMi;o. VJith !

?
-.

p>uer * nf.Lr'fi of Briuur £ Hill v/hich be;;nn

r 1: tir^meut in lS9 J
l , Hill took in youm; Arthur f. Uoltcrsdorf who hrjd

only recent 1,;' co!:,-;lo '.fid hiu school! n-; anJ. ;:tudy abroad. "'he partner.'

l.-Gted until Hill's retirement i n 191^. '.vol ttersdorf eventually becane
mov;n na Chi^a-'o 1 s literary arcriitect because of h: ;.- nuiri':rou;-i writing
. n ". editorial work for v-'riouc architectural chanter public tinnc.

'1 r
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^ii2it«r3: Frederic Tellander, 01«rn C. Sh

Jpocijiliac- i.n arc'iiter-i.Mrnl v;orh,
:iCMd or the School of InriuGtri;.! .-irt, 'vi i.nr.':..~"rj[

':0

O.

_llUiitr.-itor: J

I^cer^ Barton, Anna I,,ynch (miniaturist), Michnrdi-lorsheim, Oliver Dennett Graver, vd~ar O'^crcn.

tie I: .for » fioweii;; i'ry,

d

: Ji.mGG.UloN U. John, illustrator for ::,]J of -^ny<ice Burroughs "TnrzaB" oorioo.

T.a.y.
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"tree Studio Building, Ohio & Ontario Chicaeo
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Hon. Charles H. Percy
Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, III
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ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY

Name of Site:

Common

Historic Tree Studio Building

Location:

Street and Number 4 East Ohio

City or Town Chicago Zip Code

County Cook

Classification :

Category (check one)

Township

Range

Section

h Section

( x ) Building

( ) Structure
( ) District
( ) Site

Ownership :

( x ) Private

( ) Public

Access to Public

( ) Yes ( x) Restricted

Present Use (check one or more)

( ) Agricultural
( X

)

Commercial
( ) Educational
( ) Entertainment
( ) Government

Ownership of Property :

Owner ' s Name

Street and Number

City or Town

State County

Description : block long, 2-story commercial bldg.

(X) Fair

Integrity (check one)

(x ) Altered ( ) Unaltered
( ) Moved ( x ) Original

Site
Status (check one)

( x) Occupied
( ) Unoccupied
( ) Preservation work in progress

( ) Unrestricted

) Industrial
) Military
) Museum
) Park

X ) Private Residence

( x) No

( ) Religious

( ) Scientific
( ) Transportation
( ) Other

Phone Number

Zip Code

( ) Excellent
( ) Ruins

( X ) Good
( ) Unexposed

( ) Deteriorated

Is there a program of preservation underway? ( ) Yes ? ( ) No



Historical Themes: (check one or more of the following)

Archaeological Site
Archaeological Site
French Influence
Illinois Frontier
Illinois Early
Illinois Middle
Illinois Late
Famous People

(Pre-Columbian)
(Post-Columbian to 1673)
(1673-1780)
(1780-1818)
(1818-1850)
(1850-1900)
(1900-present)
(give names & dates)

Specific Date: 1894 & 1912-13

Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

Aboriginal (historic)
Aboriginal (pre-historic)
Agriculture
Architecture
Art
Commerce
Communicat ion
Conservation
Education
Engineering
Industry
Invention
Landscape Architecture

Literature
Military
Music
Political
Religion/Philosophy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Humanitarian
Theater
Transportation
Urban Planning
Other (specify)

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates)
Use additional sheets if necessary. Artists studios built by Chicago art

patron Lambert Tree- National Register
9. Form prepared by:

Name and Title: Date: 6/24/75

Organization: Phone:

Street and Number:

City or Town: County: Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete.
If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task.

Bibliography
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National Register material




